. List of primers used in the study.
Primer Name
Primer sequence (5' → 3') SA-β gal staining for senescent cells. The protocol described by Dimri et al. was followed for SA βgal staining (Dimri et al. 1995) . Cells were washed in PBS, fixed for 15 minutes at room temperature in 0.2% glutaraldehyde (Amresco, USA) in 1X PBS, washed three times with 1X PBS and incubated overnight at 37°C (without carbon dioxide) with freshly prepared SA gal staining solution. The staining solution contains 1mg/ml of X-gal (GoldBio Technology, USA) in 40 mM citric acid/sodium phosphate, pH 6.0, 5mM potassium ferrocyanide, 5 mM potassium ferricyanide, 150 mM NaCl and 2 mM magnesium chloride (all chemicals from SRL, India). After overnight incubation, the cells were washed with 1X
PBS and imaged with 20x objective for presence of blue colour in the cells. The imaging was done using an inverted IX81 microscope, equipped with DP72 colour CCD camera (Olympus, Japan).
MAPK and CDK substrates. 
